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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 18352 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, MOPS, EINV, IT, ET, SO 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO ITALY BY ETHIOPIAN OFFICIAL 

REF: A. ADDIS ABABA 6071, B. MOGADISCIO 1829 

1 . SUMMARY: PURPOSE OF VISIT TO ROME BY ETHIOPIAN MFA PERMANENT 
SECRETARY DAWIT WOLDE-GHIORGIS, ACCORDING TO ITALIANS, WAS TO 
INFORM GOI OF RENEWED ETHIOPIAN INTEREST IN WESTERN TIES. DAWIT 
REITERATED ETHIOPIAN REFUSAL TO NEGOTIATE OGADEN DISPUTE WITHOUT 
PRIOR SOMALI WITHDRAWAL. MEANWHILE, SOMALIS CONTINUE TO URGE GOI TO 
SPEAK OUT AGAINST "INTERNATIONALIZATION" OF OGADEN CONFLICT. ITALIANS 
SEE LITTLE PROSPECT OF PEACEFUL SOLUTION FOR THE TIME BEING ANDDVARE 
CONCENTRATING ON MAINTAINING GENERALLY FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH 
BOTH SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA. END SUMMARY. 
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2. MFA DIRECTOR FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS RACHELE GAVE EMBOFF READOUT 
NOV. 8 ON OCT. 24-25 VISIT TO ROME BY DAWIT WOLDE-GHIORGIS, 

PERMANENT SECRETARY AT ETHIOPIAN MFA. AS FOREIGN MINISTER FORLANI 
WAS ILL, DAWIT WAS RECEIVED BY MFA UNDER SECRETARIES RADI AND FOSCHI. 
HE ALSO MET WITH UNDER SECRETARY AT MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE. 

DAWIT REFUSED ITALIAN OFFER TO ARRANGE PRESS CONFERENCE, APPARENTLY 
BECAUSE HE FEARED DISRUPTION BY SIZABLE ERITREAN COMMUNITY IN ROME. 
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3. MAIN POINT OF DAWIT'S PRESENTATION TO ITALIANS WAS THAT ETHIOPIANS 
FEEL THEY MADE A MISTAKE IN TURNING THEIR BACKS ON THE WEST, THUS 
LEAVING FIELD OPEN FOR SOMALIS TO COURT WESTERN PUBLIC OPINION. AS 
ETHIOPIANS BELIEVE UN AND OAU PRINCIPLES ARE ON THEIR SIDE, THEY HAVE 
DECIDED TO REOPEN COMMUNICATION WITH WESTERN GOVERNMENTS IN 
EFFORT TO MAKE THEIR CASE KNOWN. 

4. DAWIT'S IMMEDIATE GOAL WAS TO REPAIR ETHIOPIAN-ITALIAN 

RELATIONS. EPMG HAS MADE SEVERAL GESTURES TO WIN GOI APPROVAL INCLUDING 

RELEASE OF ITALIAN NATIONAL SENTENCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT FOR 
PLOTTING WITH ERITREANS (AND SUBSEQUENT PERMISSION FOR HIM TO 
RETURN TO ITALY), REDUCTION IN CLAIMS OF BACK TAXES OWED BY ITALIAN 
NATIONALS (EPMG PREVIOUSLY CLAIMED TAXES FOR INDEFINITE PERIOD IN THE 
PAST BUT NOW ARE LIMITING CLAIMS TO LAST FIVE YEARS), AND GRANTING 
OF MORE EXIT VISAS TO ITALIANS WHO WISH TO LEAVE. IN RETURN, 

ETHIOPIANS PRIMARILY WANT ITALIAN DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT. WHILE ITALIANS 
CLAIMED THT THEIR NORMAL PRACTICE PREVENTED COMMUNIQUE AT CLOSE OF 
SUCH VISITS, TWO SIDES DID AGREE TO JOINT PRESS RELEASE STATING THAT 
ETHIOPIANS SOUGHT SETTLEMENT OF OGADEN DISPUTE ON BASIS OF 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND THAT ITALIANS SOUGHT PEACEFUL SOLUTION 
BASED ON PRINCIPLES OF UN AND OAU. THIS FORMULATION, ACCORDING TO 
RACHELE, SATISFIED ETHIOPIANS. IN ADDITION, ITALIANS WILL RESUME 
PROGRAMS OF TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND FOOD AID, SUSPENDED FOR 
PAST SEVERAL MONTHS. 
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5. DAWIT PREDICTED A DECISIVE CHANGE IN OGADEN SITUATION IN NEXT FEW 
WEEKS. HE SAID THAT ETHIOPIANS WOULD UNDERTAKE A COUNTER-OFFENSIVE AND, 

WITH SOVIET EQUIPMENT NOW ARRIVING REGULARLY, EXPECTED TO DO WELL. IN 
ANY 

CASE, ETHIOPIANS REMAIN OPPOSED TO NEGOTIATIONS UNLESS SOMALIS WITHDRAW 
FROM OGADEN. 


6. AS TO SOMALIA. RACHELE DESCRIBED SIAD APPROACHES TO ITALIAN 
AMBASSADOR 

SALAMEI ALONG LINES OF REF. B. SIAD WANTED ITALIANS FIRST TO SPEAK 
OUT PUBLICLY AGAINST "INTERNATIONALIZATION 1 ' OF DISPUTE AND THEN, IF 
SOVIETS WOULD NOT REDUCE HELP TO ETHIOPIA AND IF CUBANS WOULD NOT 
LEAVE, TO GIVE SUPPORT TO SOMALIA. SIAD DESCRIBED WHAT HE SAW AS 
SOVIET PLANS TO TAKE OVER ENTIRE HORN AND SAID THAT IF ASSISTANCE 
NOT FORTHCOMING FROM THE WEST, HE WOULD HAVE TO GO TO THE SOVIETS, 
APOLIGIZE FOR WHAT HE HAD DONE, AND ACCEPT SOVIET MEDIATION IN 
OGADEN. MEANWHILE, SOMALIS CONTINUE TO ASK ITALIANS FOR HELP 
ESPECIALLY IN CONTEXT OF ITALIAN PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE TO 
SOMALI POLICE. SOMALIS ARE INTERESTED PRIMARILY IN TRUCKS AND 
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SECONDARILY IN GUNS AND AMMUNITION. 

7. RACHELE ADDED THT ITALIANS ARE CONCERNED THAT SOVIET COMMITMENT TO 
ETHIOPIA WILL CAUSE THEM TO STEP UP AID TO EPMG. SOMALIS HAVE 
PROVED TO BE BETTER FIGHTERS THAN EXPECTED, AND CONSTANT INFIGHTING 
AMONG ETHIOPIAN UNITS HAS NOT HELPED MATTERS ANY. WHILE ITALIANS 
THINK THT THE USSR MIGHT TRY TO CONVICE CUBANS TO INCREASE THEIR 
NUMBER PRESENT IN ETHIOPIA, THEY BELIEVE THAT CUBAN EXPERIENCE IN 
ANGOLA HAS BEEN ENOUGH FOR THEM FOR THE TIME BEING. HOLMES 
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